Lexington High School

8783 North Highway 77

Lexington, TX 78947

October 11, 2016
Re:  Emily Smith
2017 Earnest and Sarah Butler Award Selection Committee:

There are probably two primary trains of thought regarding a treasure:  protect by hiding or promote by recognition.  In my thirteen years of being an administrator, Emily Smith ranks in my top three best hires.  She is a “rock star teacher”.  Honestly, with all of the fabulous educators that I have worked with, she absolutely ranks in the “Top Ten” of the best.  So, it is with pleasure that I write a letter of recommendation for Emily Smith for the Ernest and Sarah Butler Awards for Excellence in Science Teaching. But it is also with a sense of trepidation that I share with others what a great educator she is – I want to keep her all to Lexington High School. Last year Mrs. Smith was new to our campus.  She came to Lexington by way of Flatonia where she taught Physics, Chemistry, and Research and Design.  While there she had a wide range of extra-curricular responsibilities: coaching all girls’ sports, Academic UIL and Student Council sponsor.  For Lexington, she taught Physics and Environmental Systems.  She sponsored Current Events and volunteered for several new endeavors the district has pursued including Digital Learning, Design Engage Committee, and the Most Likely to Succeed district wide book study.  She also served on the TEA TEKS Review Committee for Physics. 
Mrs. Smith is an adventurous teacher.  She had never taught Environmental Systems, but she took that course and ran with it!  She attended the TASA Digital Learning Design Sessions last year.  In that training, she came across some water conservation/water crisis information.  The next thing I know she has designed an ‘engaging lesson’: students are researching, building websites, and making donations for third world water projects.  “Oh! And my students are building paper boats that have to float and carry two people…by the way Ms. Garrison do you know anyone in town who has a swimming pool?” Emily Smith excels at making projects and student expectations relevant.  One endeavor that she implemented last year dealt with systems, relationships, data collection, and the scientific process. It was a multi-disciplinary project that the students really bought into, regarding the political system.  The students’ perspectives on the presidential candidates showed their capacity to shift through rhetoric and hit the real issues.  I was a little concerned that one or the other of the real candidates would pick up on it through social media (because that is our world now) and decide to come to Lexington, Texas.  As an educator she also advocates for experiences for our rural students.  She planned a field trip to the Zoo for the Environmental Systems class.  Along the way, some students shared they had never been to a zoo.  One 18 year old boy was near tears over seeing a hippo for the first time.  She initiated a Physics unit involving the iFly wind tunnel.  She has exposed students to FUNEngineering speakers and units of study.  This year she embraced a Robotics class; she even secured an additional certification to make it happen. It is absolutely another forum for her to foster students as teachers and designers of their own learning.  An advocate of integrating technology in the classroom, she doesn’t shy away from it at all.  Google Classroom, Flipped and Blending learning are not buzz words in her classroom.  Those are just a few of the numerous examples of Mrs. Emily Smith’s personal commitment and enthusiasm for teaching science.  Without a doubt she is a creative risk taker, an innovator and a motivator in the methods that she uses to cultivate not only student interest, but student engagement.
Emily is absolutely a dynamic teacher.  She is also a thoughtful and considerate member of our high school team.  Emily was selected Teacher of the Year by her peers at Lexington High School, as she finished up her first year in our district.  In her six years at Flatonia, her students and peers felt the same way.  Flatonia has different recognition activities for teachers and one in is awarded by the students of the National Honor Society.  Mrs. Smith has more than one of these tributes from her time with that district. Mrs. Smith is a leader and assists less tech savvy teachers with any questions they may have.  She shares her knowledge both triumphs and ‘what I learned because this didn’t quite work the way I intended’.  While her route to the science classroom includes a detour through the secular world working as a respiratory therapist and in pharmaceutical sales, Mrs. Emily Smith has found her calling and her passion in the classroom.  Emily Smith exemplifies excellence in science education.
Respectfully,
Sarah Garrison

Principal

